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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to examine eight sixth-grade students’
understandings adbout states of matter and the change of states of matter. The
researcher collected data using individual semi-structured interviews with the
students, and analyzed the data by categorizing the students’ understandings into
groups that have same or similar meanings. The research results appear that all
the students correctly identified the state of given types of matter, but most did not
explain their state scientifically. About a half of the students were able to draw
components of a matter in microscopic level. And, most of the students referred to
heat contact, coolness contact and/or thing contact as a cause of the change of
states of matter. The research results can be guideline for developing learning
activities to promote students’ understandings of states of matter and the change

of states of matter.

Keywords: Elementary students’ understandings; State of matter; Change of the

states of matter
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