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Tenth Grade Students’ Understandings about Star
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Abstract

This research aimed at studing tenth grade students’ understandings
about star. The participants include 6 students, which were purposefully selected.
The researcher collected data using individual semi-structured interviews based on
a set of 5 questions respectively: (1) What is a star? (2) What are stars maded of?
(3) How does a star form? (4) How does a star create its energy? and (5) Does a
star change and how?. The researcher analized the data through interpreting and
categorizing the participants’ responses to each question. The research results
reveal that all the participants have basic understandings about star such as that
stars have their own energy, that stars are mostly made of hydrogen and helium,
that stars creat their enery through thermonuclear reaction, that stars form by a
large number of small particles in the universe, and that all stars have the end.

However, all the participants cannot connect these basic understandings together.

Keywords: Astronomy Education; Star; Students’ Understandings; Tenth Grade

Students
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